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State Game Area Blue Ribbon Advisory Group Report Co-chairs Bill Demmer and Dan
Eichinger talked about the role of the state game areas (SGA) to meet the needs and demands
of Michigan residents and thanked the members of the group for their participation. The panel
suggested several items including allocating certain parts of SGAs for certain activities,
allocating pattern of use, having a limited-draw concept similar to the managed waterfowl
hunting areas, engaging local units of government in SGAs, and creating a survey specifically
designed to reach out to those who hunt public land. The panel added that there is a desire to
get more pheasants on the landscape which would reinvigorate that hunting experience; there is
an unmet demand for recreational pheasant hunting in Michigan. Eichinger added that
concerning the department’s recruitment, retention and reactivation (R3) efforts, SGAs need to
be inviting to the new and novice hunters and using “learriing to hunt” models.

The next steps would include getting direction from the commission and the department on how
they would like to proceed with the panel's recommendations. Matonich asked that chief
Mason and deputy director Miller come back to the commission with an action plan in 2017.
Richardson asked that panel members come back to the commission in a year or so to rate
how the department is doing on acting on the panel’s recommendations. Nichols suggested
that the chair of the Wildlife and Fisheries committee take part in developing the action plan. It
was suggested that determining priorities could be discussed at the commission’s 2017
planning meeting.

Legislative Report Trevor VanDyke, Legislative and Legal Affairs Office Director, provided a
written report of legislation related to the department. In addition to the written report, VanDyke
provided updates on recent legislative highlights.

Committee Reports

NRC Policy Committee on Marketing, Partnership, Youth and OQutreach

Commissioner Tim Nichols stated that they received presentations on DNR shooting ranges,
Michigan history and cultural programs, the Outdoor Adventure Center, Wildlife division
education update, the outreach partnership between Marketing and Fisheries divisions, invasive
species education and the expansion of the Academy of Natural Resources.

Michigan State Parks Advisory Committee

Commissioner Louise Klarr stated that the committee received presentations on the Flint
River Restoration Project that is very aggressive and another on the Bay City State Recreation
Area to better access Saginaw Bay. The committee was also given an update on problems with
firewood in our state parks how staff will be handling this issue. Theresa Bryan from Belle Isle
State Park was recognized for her part is saving a guest’s life.

NRC Policy Committee on Wildlife and Fisheries

Commissioner Rex Schlaybaugh shared that the committee received updates from both
Wildlife and Fisheries divisions. Chief Dexter reported on the 2016 salmon run and egg take at
various weirs, the Inland Trout Management Plan and the Boardman River Selective Fish
Passage Project. Chief Mason reported on a new cooperative position with National Audubon
Society, reviewed the report on hunter numbers and on the CWD Communications Plan. A
report was received from Drs. Porter and Stevens on Michigan’s wild turkeys. Al Stewart
reported on the 2017-2019 spring turkey regulations and Chad Stewart shared the recent elk
harvest.
















